- L 012/01/19 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000200900005-9
o A Release 2 :
ified and Approved For ASSOCIATED PRESS ... . .
Declassifie 24 April 1986 Fgg’i- @M’Y
] G . ~R
Judge Uphalgs Convictign of Farmer (1A Warker who Committeq Suicide

5 By BRYAN BRUMLEY,
ALEXANDRIA, va.

A federal Judge on Thursday uphelg the Conviction gf Larry Wu-Taj Chin, who
committed suicide after being found Quilty last fep, 7 of Spving for Ching

u.s. District Court Judge Robert Mehrige, in issuxng the 8pinian, Cited a
letter Chin wrate to his Wife befgre k1lling himself, saying he hag decided ngt
to appeal the canviction ang felt “extremely tranguil,»

“It seems contrary to gur system of Justice tg allow, as defense counsel has
asked, Chin tg pe absolved of a1} criminal liability because he intentionally

“Chin hag j Choice: his 1jfe or an appeal," saig Mehrige. "Sadly ang
regrettably he Chose tao die and although he Is unable to present his cage on
appeal, the court cannot help but conclude that SUch a chojce was 3 Conscioys
and deliberate One. "

Kohlman, contacted by telephone after the decision, sald he woulg recommend
that Chins family appeal Mehrige's arder,

Mehrige found that “Chin, in all prabability, would naot have been Successfyl
On appeal, " because during the trial he ‘Nimself tgogk the stand ang fully
Corroborated the government s Case by presenting d complete confessian tg the

Moreover, in the letter tg his Wife, Chin Said that 3 letter from lawyer
(Jacap Stein, angther defenge attarney) mentioned ahboyt an appeal. The reasans
for appeal mentioned in the letter were nat very strong. "

"It was mentioned alsg that 1t will 90 the Supreme Court at the eng ang it

may take a year ang a half ., Therefare, ;¢ 15 better ngt g lodge an L
the letter sajq. ’ 9¢ an appea;,

Finally, Chin wrote, "After 1 decided not to appeai, I fegey Extremely
tranquii.»

The fu1l text of Chintg letter tg his wife remaineg unger court seal,
although Mehrige quoted the relevant Passages, tpe Only parts gf the letter SO

D A R R R 005-9
: - -00965R000200900
d and Approved For Release 2012/01/19 : CIA-RDP90
eclassified and Approve Release



